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Contact: Pam Huber

UD JOINS 'DAY OF CARING'
TO PROMOTE VOLUNTEERISM

DAYTON, Ohio -- To draw awareness to the needs of the community and
how individuals can make a difference, the University of Dayton will join
the county-wide "Day of Caring" on Saturday, March 2.
"We want to make a parallel to Thanksgiving by sharing the bounty with
others," says Terry Hitt, assistant professor of fine arts at UD.
"Portraits of Homelessness," an exhibit coordinated by Hitt, which
features several works by homeless people in the Dayton area, will be on
exhibit from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on March 2 at the Salem Mall.

Hitt and a few

of his students will also be doing sketches of people involved with the
activities and of the public throughout the day.
The Salem Mall exhibit will also feature a large cardboard box
depicting a typical "home" for many of the county's homeless.

A.M.

Rajendran, a Day of Caring committee member and a researcher at UD's
Research Institute, also hopes to construct the prototype of a brick and
mortar house at the mall exhibit.

The cardboard box and brick house will

constitute an exhibit called "Steps of Progress."
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Passers-by will be encouraged to help build the house by adding a
brick or shingle.

Rajendran and two UD students also will take part 1n an

all-day fast at the mall.
UD's third annual Week In Solidarity with the Homeless (WISH), which
begins on Feb. 25, will include a prayer service, a sleep-out in Kennedy
Union Plaza, breakfast and lunch food lines and a letter-writing campa1gn
to Congress.
The week will culminate with the "Day of Caring" pancake brunches on
Sunday, March 3, says Sister Nancy Bramlage,
Ministry.
area.

s.c.,

of UD's Office of Campus

The brunches will be held at 12 locations throughout the Dayton

All proceeds will benefit the Hunger Coalition and the Emergency

Housing Coalition.

Brunches will be staffed by volunteers ranging from UD

students to members of the AFL-CIO and the Rotary Club.

Brunch at the

downtown Dayton site has been targeted for the needy and will be free of
charge.
Two speakers will be present at each location:

a local dignitary and

a representative of one of Dayton's housing or hunger organizations.
Diners at all locations will be encouraged to volunteer their time at a
local shelter that day, said Jan Venkayya, chair of the Day of Caring
project.

"The emphasis is on personal involvement," said Venkayya.

"We

want everyone to realize that our greatest resource is our people."
To reserve tickets for the brunch or to get involved in Day of Caring
activities, call 252-6181.
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